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From the Editor 


I propose to construct a model for the economic and legal capabilities of 
women in Demotic texts. Comparison with similar material from elsewhere in 
the Near East as well as both earlier and later Egyptian material will be used in 
constructing this model. This could then be integrated with the existing model for 
women derived from Greek texts to arrive at a more comprehensive overview of 
the status of women in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt. 57 This will require the 
identification and collection of Egyptian language documents involving women 
from Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt. I do not intend to prepare new editions of the 
texts in the corpus (most of which will be from published sources), but will re- 
edit documents when necessary for my own use. My plan is to enter 
transliterations and translations into a database in a searchable form which 
would enable me to look for words (e.g. names and titles). This can be done using 
the bibliographic programme, "Pro-Cite" using a modified method of 
transliteration based on the system used in Beinlich's Egyptian Wordlist.58 I do 
not plan on making this database available as part of the final dissertation, 
rather it will be a tool used in analysis of the documents and in the production of 
tabular summaries of the database in an appendix of the dissertation. This will 
facilitate quantitative study of the texts an obvious starting point being the 
construction of indices of names, terms, and concepts occurring in the papyri 
(which, as said, will be summarized in appendices). 
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